[Generalized choreic movement associated with subarachnoid hemorrhage].
A case of generalized choreic movement associated with subarachnoid hemorrhage is reported. A 71 year-old hypertensive woman suddenly developed severe headache 14 days before admission. Consciousness disturbance and involuntary movement involving the face and upper extremities appeared about 8 days after onset. The involuntary motion was diagnosed as generalized choreic movement. CT scans showed subarachnoid hemorrhage with ventricular dilatation and periventricular lucency involving bilateral caudate nuclei. On admission the patient was stuporous with Hunt & Kosnik Grade 4. She showed involuntary choreic movement in both arms, trunk and face; hemiparenis and hyperreflexia were absent. An angiography revealed a right internal carotid-anterior choroidal artery aneurysm with vasospasm. After clipping the aneurysm in the following day, the consciousness disturbance and choreic movement gradually improved. By eight days after operation, the choreic movement completely disappeared. An MRI showed lacunar infarcts in the bilateral basal ganglia, predominantly in the caudate nuclei. In our case, the choreic movement is supposed to have been caused by impaired circulation in the bilateral corpora striata due to vasospasm and hydrocephalus after subarachnoid hemorrhage, in addition to the preexisting lacunar infarcts in the basal ganglia. This is claimed to be the first reported case of generalized choreic movement in associated with subarachnoid hemorrhage, which improved after surgery.